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the Lord Alexander P.P. VI obedient to him. He thought
by the threat of a General Council (which he intended to
convoke at Ferrara,) to blackmail the Pope into conceding
the investiture of Naples. He ineffectually had battered the
defences of the Pope with cannon. And now his French-
men would fight no longer, as some say; but others, like
Briconnet and de Commines, assert that it was the king
who blenched. At last, with his shallow mind congested
with half-thought thoughts and uncompleted facts like
these, he became aware that a General Council was not a
General Council unless it had the Pope's authority, which
last he was not likely to obtain; and that, without some
means of bending the pontifical will, he could not hope to
win the crown of Naples. Evidently, he could not depose
the Pope. He might, however, conquer Naples by force of
arms; and, perhaps, the question of investiture by the Ruler
of the World, the Father of princes and of kings, the
Earthly Vicar of Jesus Christ our Saviour, which he
realized to be imperative, would wear a different aspect
when he should ask for it as a conqueror with the Regno in
his hand.
While the Christian King was stumbling to these con-
clusions, the invincible Lord Alexander P.P. VI remained
with His little court in the Mola of Hadrian where He
had His hostages secure, viz., the Sultan Djim, earnestly
desired by France as a weapon against the Great Turk,
and the renegade cardinals, friends of Colonna and the
French. Here, He was practically impregnable. The Papal
States might go to wrack and ruin: Rome Herself might
be crushed by an alien heel, but from the Mola of Hadrian
a Pope, surrounded by His faithful few, could, and often
did, defy blockade as long as provisions held out; could,
and often did, launch the lightnings of the Church, cen-
sures, excommunications, interdicts; and force acknowl-
edgment, and reluctant obedience, from rebellious sover-
eigns who, after all, believed and admitted Him to be Ruler